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A  P u b l i c a t i o n  b y  t h e  K e n y a  E x p o r t  P r o m o t i o n  a n d  B r a n d i n g  A g e n c y

A  B I - M O N T H LY  E X P O R T  T R A D E  B U L L E T I N

An increasing number of Kenyan exporters, particularly small and medium enterprises 
(SMEs), are facing significant losses due to unpaid invoices from foreign importers. Many 
of these businesses, often new to international trade, have borrowed funds to support 
their export ventures. When importers fail to pay, these exporters find themselves unable 
to service their loans, leading to financial distress and, in some cases, business closure.
To mitigate these risks, Kenyan exporters must carefully map out the entire export 
process, identifying potential pitfalls and implementing effective mitigation measures. 
By understanding the challenges associated with international trade, SMEs can better 
protect themselves and ensure the sustainability of their export businesses.
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