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A  B I - M O N T H LY  E X P O R T  T R A D E  B U L L E T I N

Blue economy refers to the sustainable use and economic development of both 
aquatic and marine spaces including oceans, seas, coasts, lakes, rivers, and 
underground water (State Department for the Blue Economy and Fisheries Strategic 

Plan 2023-2027).

As emphasized in the definition, exploitation of aquatic and marine resources should 
be undertaken in a responsible manner (sustainably) to ensure long-term health and 
resilience of marine and aquatic ecosystems. This ensures that these resources are not 
depleted beyond their capacity to rejuvenate. Kenya is a signatory to both domestic and 
international laws seeking to establish standards to manage and ensure sustainability of 
its Blue Economy. The Domestic laws and regulations include the following;

1. Wildlife (Conservation & Management) Act by the Kenya Wildlife Service, which 
protects marine parks and reserves as designated protected areas. The act states 
that limited human activity, including resource exploitation, is permitted in maritime 
reserves but prohibits all forms of resource extraction or exploitation in marine parks.
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